
The Nazareth Page   
A gospel meditation for the home 

May 6, 2018 – Sixth Sunday of Easter 
John 15:9-17 

 
Quiz: It is insured for over $800,000,000. It is the best known and the most valuable 

painting in the world. Years ago, I stood in line for over three hours to walk by it as it was 

on display at the National Gallery of Art in Washington DC. I could look at it for all of five 

seconds. It had been briefly loaned to us from its usual display in the Louvre Museum in 

Paris where it has been hanging for the last 220 years. Can you name this painting? Of 

course, you can. The Mona Lisa.  

 

Here’s a second question. What is she, the Mona Lisa, thinking about? What was going on in 

her mind that so mystifies us? What state of mind was Leonardo da Vinci capturing in this 

incredible portrait? Many have guessed what it might be, but the debate continues. All 

agree, however, that she not thinking about what’s for dinner. It’s much deeper than that. 

 

In today’ gospel we have something similar being shown to us. Through his words, we are 

allowed to see into the mind of Jesus. We are given a peak of what Jesus thought about 

not only when he said these words at the Last Supper, but also what is on his mind and in 

his heart every day. Even right now, as he exists, risen and living in our midst.  

 

Basically, what we learn is this: Jesus feels God’s love for him and he, in turn, loves us. 

Each of us personally. How deeply he loves us will always be a challenge for our 

understanding. But, he asks us to try to take in this Great Mystery – at least as much as 

we can. So for a few moments, let us reflect on his love for each of us.  

 

Being loved by another is something we all long for, whether we think about this or not. We 

want to be known, accepted, cherished, valued, recognized, appreciated, attended to and 

cared for by another. Living without being loved by anyone is deeply sad. 

 

Jesus became one of us to show us God’s personal love for everyone. Some may fail to 

believe this, but still, we are all invited to accept this idea. Some have wondered whether 

it is too good to be true. They are certainly correct in saying that such a reality would be 

very good. And we would not be surprised to learn that the disciples of Jesus were a little 

shocked when Jesus said, “As the Father loves me, so I also love you.”  

 

And we can add that the you in this sentence included you and me! God in Jesus loves you 

and also loves your odd family members, your quirky friends, noisy neighbors and even “the 

bad guys.” That’s what is in the heart of Jesus right now. Wow! And Alleluia! 

David M. Thomas, PhD 



The Nazareth Page 

A gospel meditation for the home 
May 13, 2018 – Seventh Sunday of Easter 

John 17:11-19 
 
Back in the last century, when I was a young lad, I learned in catechism class that there 

were two spirits that were always at my side. While this was a rather large idea for me to 

swallow, I did believe it. After all, my teacher was a nun and I believed that all nuns told 

the truth. Just like we read in today’s gospel reading that Jesus always told the truth.  

 

I was taught that one of those spirits at my side was good (an angel) and the other was 

bad (a devil). So someone (or something – this was a little unclear for me back then) was 

drawing me toward doing good acts and someone was pulling me in the other direction. I 

believed without a doubt that these two forces were part of my life. I still do.  

 

Pope Francis recently wrote about these forces in a document called “Rejoice and Be Glad.” 

(It’s available on the Vatican website. It’s free and well worth reading. Our pope has a way 

of expressing complex ideas in clear language and images.) As is his custom, he reminded us 

to remain joyful in our struggles with good and evil. God remains close to us and God’s help 

is always available to us.  

 

This is much the same message of today’s gospel. Jesus was about to depart his earthly 

life, but he wanted his followers to know that his presence and power would not be taken 

away. We would not have to struggle all alone against the forces of evil. God is at our side. 

And God wants us to succeed. That’s partly what it means to be a person of hope. We trust 

in God’s assistance, especially during difficult times in our lives.  

 

Daily we are reminded that life can be difficult. Not only are there reports of 

international crises, but we also are told to be careful close to home. Difficulties can even 

enter our family life. Those two forces mentioned already are active everywhere. Knowing 

this is not intended to make us scared, but to remind us to be watchful and alert. 

 

Last week, I highlighted God’s personal love for each of us. God’s love is not kept in a 

sealed jar or behind locked doors. It is here, right beside us and with us as we walk 

through our lives. That nun was right when saying that there are spirits on my right and on 

my left. Not only am I, and you, not alone, we are not called to deal with life’s challenges 

alone. God wants to help us. That’s what those who love us do. So ask for that help. Not 

because we are weak (although we sometimes are) but because we are loved.   

   

     

David M. Thomas, PhD     



The Nazareth Page 

A gospel meditation for the home 
May 20, 2018 – Pentecost Sunday  

John 20:19-23 

  
 

It always brings a smile to my face when I read about the appearance of Jesus to his 

disciples who had locked the door. They were fearful of outsiders. Jesus had been 

crucified by the authorities. They must have wondered whether they were next. 

 

Suddenly, Jesus was standing there with them inside the locked room! They must have 

been startled, amazed, a little scared, probably confused and befuddled (such a wonderful 

word!). Jesus calmly says, “Peace be to you.” They responded, “What?” (I added that.)  

 

Jesus appeared to them because he still had to inform them of a few matters that they 

might not have grasped before his death. Or, at least not the full implications of what 

they needed to know. His additional message went something like this.  

 

The work I came to accomplish is not finished. You can think of it as chapter one. You (and 

those who follow you) are the main characters in chapter two. So, go out to the whole 

world telling everyone what I have taught you. Tell them about what you experienced with 

me. Tell them about how much God loves them. Mention the new life I have brought to you: 

life abundant here and life with God forever. Baptize them into this new life of grace. 

What I have begun, you are to complete. All of you. Now, get going.  

 

We have no record of what the disciples thought or said about all this. We do know what 

they did – and what we are to do as well. They unlocked the door, went out into the street 

and got to work. Disciples of Jesus, then and now, are not to sit around and do nothing – 

although years later some thought that is was okay to do that. (History called them “the 

quietists.”) Being a disciple of Jesus, no matter what your state in life – whether you are a 

parent, a spouse, a priest, a vowed religious, a single person, a daughter, a son – you have a 

job to do based on the marching orders given by Jesus to his first befuddled disciples. 

 

Living a Christian life is serious business. As is said today, a 24/7 activity. St. Paul will 

write that whether you eat or drink, or whatsoever else you may do, do all for the glory of 

God. So, all our actions witness to God’s active presence in the world. We are disciples of 

Jesus at home, at work, while shopping, while at school, while in the fields or at the 

workshop or at the dental office or while just sharing a blessed moment with someone 

close (or even better, distant). Go out into the world (which means everywhere) and love.      

 

 David M. Thomas, PhD   
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A gospel meditation for the home 
May 27, 2018 – The Most Holy Trinity  

Matthew28:16-20 
 

A common phrase that often occurs in the Bible is that activities of one sort or another 

are to be done “in the name of ….” In today’s gospel the disciples of Jesus are told to 

baptize new followers of Jesus “in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit.” We all recognize this statement as the “sign of the cross.” Let’s explore what it 

means to do something “in the name of.”  

 

In the Bible there are countless references to doing something “in the name of God.” 

When something was done in that way, God’s own presence and power was said to operate. 

Clearly, using God’s name in that way was not to be taken lightly. One of the Ten 

Commandments forbids “using God’s name in vein.” At times, faithful Jews would not even 

mention the name of God because of the great reverence they had for it.  

 

When I was first taught the basics of Catholic faith, we were told that the name, Jesus, 

was not to be used in inappropriate ways. For example, when accidently hitting one’s thumb 

with an erratic hammer blow, we were not supposed to say that name.  

 

So, let’s get back to the command of Jesus to baptize “in the name of the Father and the 

Son and the Holy Spirit. This, of course, recalls the names often given to the three 

persons in the trinitarian God. These names are drawn from the New Testament and refer 

to Jesus calling God “Father” or Abba and his referring to himself as God’s son. After his 

resurrection and ascension, to describe God’s continued presence with us, reference is 

made to the sending of God’s Holy Spirit to us.  

 

To baptize using God’s name brings God’s infinite love and power into the person baptized. 

The words said while water flows over the newly baptized person are not just words. They 

are akin to the words said by God as recorded in the Book of Genesis, “Let there be light.”  

Baptismal words are even more creative because the baptized person is made a child of 

God – literally!!!! They become members of God’s own family. That’s how we can think of 

them and how we can think of ourselves. 

 

So, when we ask ourselves whose family we belong to, be sure to think about your being a 

very important part of God’s family. Now and forever.   

 

 David M. Thomas, PhD 


